Carbamazepine-induced non-hereditary acute porphyria.
Acute intermittent porphyria has hitherto been recognised as an autosomal dominant inborn error of haem metabolism characterised by a depressed activity of the enzyme uroporphyrinogen I synthase (URO.S). A case of non-hereditary acute porphyria, similar to acute intermittent porphyria, following treatment of epilepsy with carbamazepine is reported. Subsequent measurements of erythrocyte URO.S activity in a group of epileptic patients treated with various combinations of anticonvulsant drugs suggest that carbamazepine exerts a direct suppressant effect on URO.S in addition to its indirect enzyme-inducing properties.